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APPENDIX H 
GLOSSARY 

 
Airport Improvement Program (AIP) - The Airport Improvement Program of the Airport and Airways 
Improvement Act of 1982 as amended. Under this program, the FAA provides funding assistance for the 
design and development of airports and airport facilities. 
 
Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS) - This equipment automatically gathers weather data from 
various locations on the airport and transmits the (AWOS) information directly to pilots by means of computer 
generated voice messages over a discrete frequency. 
 
Clean Air Act Amendments (CAAA) - The Clean Air Act and its Amendments are the law that defines EPA's 
responsibilities for protecting and improving the nation's air quality and the stratospheric ozone layer. 
 
Day-Night Sound Level (DNL) – DNL is based on sound levels measured in relative intensity of sound, or 
decibels (dB), on the “A” weighted scale (dBA). This scale most closely approximates the response 
characteristics of the human ear to sound. The higher the number on the scale, the louder is the sound. DNL 
represents noise exposure events over a 24-hour period. 
 
Environmental Protection Service (EPA) – EPA is an independent federal agency established to coordinate 
programs aimed at reducing pollution and protecting the environment. 
 
Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) - The FPPA is intended to minimize the impact Federal programs 
have on the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. 
 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) - The FAA is primarily responsible for the advancement, safety and 
regulation of civil aviation, as well as overseeing the development of the air traffic control system and 
commercial space travel. 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) – The federal agency of the US government tasked with 
Disaster Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery planning. 
 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) – NAAQS are standards set by the EPA for pollutants 
considered harmful to public health and the environment. 
 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) – The USDA NRCS is a federal agency that works in 
partnership with the American people to conserve and sustain our natural resources.  
 
Object Free Area (OFA) - A two dimensional ground area surrounding runways, taxiways, and taxi lanes 
which is clear of objects except for objects whose location is fixed by function. 
 
Runway Protection Zone (RPZ) - An area off the runway end (formerly the clear zone) used to enhance the 
protection of people and property on the ground. 
 
Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) –  
 

Waters of the United States (WUS) - "Waters of the United States" applies only to surface waters, rivers, lakes, 
estuaries, coastal waters, and wetlands. Not all surface waters are legally "Waters of the United States." 
Generally, those waters include the following: all interstate waters, intrastate waters used in interstate and/or 
foreign commerce, tributaries of the above, territorial seas at the cyclical high tide mark, and wetlands adjacent 
to all the above.  




